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Ibn Hazm’s Methodology in Criticizing the Text of Prophetic Hadith

Mashhour A. Qtaishat*

ABSTRACT

This study explores how the traditions of the Prophet (peace be upon Him) have been investigated by a
number of researchers or well-known figures, such as Ibn Hazm. In this study I have traced the standards
that Ibn Hazm adopted. These standards include: Where the Koran and Hadith cannot agree, the opposition
of authentic Hadith, the opposition of real attributes of the Prophet (peace be upon Him), violation of what
Shari’a requires and opposition of what is known of historical events. Such standards that Ibn Hazm adopted
concluded findings which are corrupted or impossible to believe.

The study shows that Ibn Hazm looked equally at both the context of Hadith and the narrators of such
words. Thus, he sometimes weakens a certain Hadith based on unjustified reasoning related to one of the
narrators. He also paid so much attention to reason or mind at the expense of other things. In such matters
Ibn Hazm is not really a descriptivist (one who describes what is superficial) as we may imagine, as he
opposes what is real to most investigators of Hadith and as he accuses the Companions of the Prophet (peace
be upon Him) of lying.

Keywords: Hadith, Context, Investigation.
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